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Messy Mechanic is a line of automotive and 
workshop products with a sense of humor. These 
red and white 13” x 14” shop towels are presented 
in bright put-ups for retail environments. Whether 
your customers are serious about cars or need a 
dependable woven product to clean up occasional 
messes, The Messy Mechanic has you covered.

Technical Specifications

Skew
1.2%

Color Shade 
4-5

Wet Crocking
2

Color Shade Variation  
(After 5 Washes) 4

Staining
2-3

Color Fastness to Light  
(20 AATCC AFU) 2

Dry Crocking
4

Breaking Strength
length 142 N

Breaking Strength
width 67 N

Lint  
(After 5 Laundering Cycle)

Absorbency
42%
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Average Lint 0.90% 

Shop Towels 2% 

     Pass          Acceptable          Fail

10+ 8+ 6+ 4+ 2+ 0 -2 -4 -6 -8 -10 10+ 8+ 6+ 4+ 2+ 0 -2 -4 -6 -8 -10

Dimensional Stability  
to Washing - Length L -4.4%

Dimensional Stability  
to Washing - Width W -2.7%

Messy Mechanic Shop Towel

Details
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Part Number Description Size UOM Quantity Per Pallet UPC

AT-WST10-BAND WHITE 10 PACK SHOP TOWEL ROLL 10 ROLL 30 764950-00443-2

AT-WST50-BG WHITE 50 PACK SHOP TOWEL BAG 50 BAG 6 764950-00442-5

AT-WST100-BG WHITE 10PACK SHOP TOWEL BAG 100 BAG 6 764950-00444-9

AT-STB10-BAND RED 10 PACK SHOP TOWEL ROLL 10 ROLL 30 764950-00082-3

AT-STB50-BG RED 50 PACK SHOP TOWEL BAG 50 BAG 6 764950-00083-0

AT-STB100-BG RED 100 PACK SHOP TOWEL BAG 100 BAG 6 764950-00445-6



The standards that we are measured by are globally-recognized. 
The standards that we hold ourselves to are higher.

Size & Weight Tolerance 
Since cotton towels are natural woven products, there will be a variation in size and weight when coming off the 
loom. We use ASTM D5433 to measure our towels against industry-standard tolerance levels.

Dimensional Stability to Washing 
As cotton is a natural fiber, it will shrink and tighten when first washed. Dimensional Stability is measured against 
ASTM D5433 and provides a shrinkage value after three laundry cycles (washing & drying).

Skew & Bow 
Skewing is the condition in which the filling yarns in fabric do not lie perpendicular to the warp yarns throughout 
the width of the towel. Bowing is the curvature of warp or weft, in which yarns make the shape of an arc. Both are 
measured against ASTMD5433.

Differential Shrinkage 
Differential shrinkage means that some fibers shrink more than others when you wash them. Practically, this 
means that shrinking fibers may pull at non-shrinking fibers, causing them to buckle and create puffs of cotton. 

The ASTM D5433 measurement is taken to find the difference of width between the dobby/cam border area and 
center of the towel after three laundering cycles.

Absorbency 
ASTM D4772 tests the absorbency rate of surface water into a towel or fabric. The faster the time, the higher the 
rate (or percentage). Buyer beware! Many manufacturers use fabric softener to make their towels seem softer. This reduces the absorbency rate of a towel. Water beads 
on the surface as the softener clogs the fabric with an impermeable chemical.

Color Shade Standard AATCCB 
The color change scale consists of nine pairs of grey colored chips, from grades 1 to 5 (with four half steps).  Specimens of a given hue match against grey chips. They 
equate differences in lightness with differences in color. One sample is a control, the other is washed. Grade 5 represents no change, and grade 1 depicts a severe 
change in some standards.

Staining Standard AATCCC 
Staining uses a similar set of chips as the color shade standard, except a chip in each pair is white (not grey). Contrasting pairs of chips are given numerical values from 
class 5 to class 1 (5 being the best). The test is to determine if a colored fabric will stain an adjacent undyed fabric.

Dry Crocking 
Dry Crocking is done using AATCCD Crock Meter that rubs a dry piece of sample against a white fabric for a specific time. Then the white piece of fabric was measured 
against AATCCC Grayscale for staining to see how much color was migrated.

Wet Crocking 
Wet Crocking is done using AATCCD Crock Meter that rubs a wet piece of sample against a white fabric for a specific time. Then the white piece of fabric was measured 
against AATCCC Grayscale for staining to see how much color was migrated.

Color Fastness to Light 
This AATCCB whiteness test is done using the Spectrophotometer to find out the degree of whiteness. The higher the index is, the more optically white the fabric is.

Breaking Strength 
Fabric breaking strength is also can be called tensile strength, which refers to as the maximum tensile force when the specimen is stretched to break. It is one of the main 
standards to assess the intrinsic quality of textiles. The unit of fabric breaking strength is “Newton (N)” and it is used to evaluate the capability of the fabric to resist to 
tensile damage.

Lint 
This test is to measure the total amount of lint collected after five laundering cycles. Lint is collected, weighed, and converted in to a percentage of the weight of the 
actual towel. Often a minuscule measurement, the percentage of lint is critical to commercial plant operations. Also at stake is the perception of quality to consumers.  
Full lint trap = unhappy customer.

ASTM International is an international standards 
organization that develops and publishes voluntary 
consensus technical standards for a wide range of 

materials, products, systems, and services.

ASTM D5433: Standard Performance Specification for Towel 
Products for Institutional and Household Use

AATCC—the American Association of Textile Chemists 
and Colorists—provides test method development, 
quality control materials, educational development, 
and networking for textile and apparel professionals 

throughout the world.

AATCCB: AATCC Gray Scale for Color Change 
AATCCC: AATCC Gray Scale for Staining  

AATCCD: AATCC - 9 Step Chromatic Transference Scale 
20 AATCC AFU:  After 20 Fading (Hours) Units

The International Commission on Illumination is 
devoted to worldwide cooperation and the exchange of 
information on all matters relating to the science and art 
of light and lighting, colour and vision, photobiology and 

image technology.

CIE IndexE: Mesaured through Spectrophotometer  
(Data Color Machine) 
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